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SANA FRINI / CO-FOUNDER OF LOCUS /
TUNISIAN - BORN ARCHITECT BASED IN
MEXICO CITY. SHE HOLDS A MARCH IN URBAN
STUDIES (UTL, LISBON) AND MSC IN GLOBALIZATION
AND ENVIRONMENT (NOVA, LISBON). SANA'S
RESEARCH FOCUSES ON ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICES
IN THE GLOBAL SOUTH, INCLUDING PARTICIPATORY
PROCESSES, NEOVERNACULAR SYSTEMS, AND
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT. SHE HAS MANAGED
PROJECTS IN SOCIAL HOUSING, REHABILITATION,
AND RECONSTRUCTION, AS WELL AS ARTISTIC
INSTALLATIONS IN FRANCE, MEXICO, PORTUGAL,
SPAIN, THE UNITED STATES, AND TUNISIA.

SANA HAS RECENTLY BEEN SELECTED TO CURATE
THE BIENNALE D'ARCHITECTURE ET DE PAYSAGE
IN VERSAILLES (BAP, 2025). HER WORK HAS BEEN
EXHIBITED AT EVENTS SUCH AS THE MEXICO CITY
DESIGN WEEK (2023), THE HERBERT JOHNSON
MUSEUM (2021), THE MEXICAN ABIERTO DE DISENO
(2019), THE CHICAGO ARCHITECTURE BIENNIAL (2018),
AND THE LISBON ARCHITECTURE TRIENNALE (2013).
SANA HAS RECEIVED AWARDS SUCH AS GENSLER
VISITING CRITICS (2021, THE MEXICAN NATIONAL
ART CREATORS SYSTEM GRANT (2020), AND THE
ERASMUS MUNDUS FELLOWSHIP. SANA HAS
COLLABORATED WITH UNIVERSITIES SUCH AS CORNELL
AAP, CHICAGO (IIT), KENT UNIVERSITY, HEAD GENEVA,
VERSAILLES SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE, AND UNAM
MEXICO. SHE HAS LED NUMEROUS COURSES,
WORKSHOPS, AND SEMINARS AT UNIVERSITIES.




JACHEN SCHLEICH / CO-FOUNDER OF LOCUS /
SWISS-BORN ARCHITECT BASED IN MEXICO CITY.
HE HOLDS AN MSC (ETH, ZURICH) AND SHAPES
HIS ARCHITECTURAL PRACTICE AROUND ESSENTIAL
ELEMENTS, ADDRESSING BROADER CONTEMPORARY
THEMES. HIS WORK SPANS SCALES FROM FURNITURE
TO URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE AND MASTERPLANS.
ALONGSIDE BEING CO-FOUNDER OF LOCUS AND
SUSTAINABLE LIVING, JACHEN OVERSEES THE SWISS
SUSTAINABLE CONSTRUCTION CERTIFICATION
(MINERGIE) IN MEXICO. ADDITIONALLY, HE MANAGES
CEELA PROGRAM ACTIVITIES IN MEXICO WITH
SUPPORT FROM THE SWISS AGENCY FOR
DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION (COSUDE).
JACHEN IS ALSO CO-FOUNDER OF LIGA DE LA
MADERA, AN INTERDISCIPLINARY GROUP DEDICATED
TO RESEARCH, PRACTICE AND TEACHING THE
WOOD PRODUCTION CHAIN IN MEXICO.

BLENDING HIS PRACTICE WITH RESEARCH AND
TEACHING, JACHEN IS CURRENTLY INVOLVED IN A
COURSE ABOUT WOOD CONSTRUCTION IN CENTRO
UNIVERSITY, MEXICO, AND HAS BEEN INVITED IN
VARIOUS PLACES AS JURY / GUEST PROFESSOR.
EXHIBITED RECOGNITIONS INCLUDE BEING A
FINALIST AT THE 2018 VENICE BIENNALE'S 'YOUNG
ARCHITECTS IN LATIN AMERICA" (YALA) AND
WINNING THE GOLD MEDAL AT THE 2022 MEXICAN
ARCHITECTURE BIENNIAL AND THE 2023 ARCHITECTURE
BIENNIAL OF MEXICO CITY.




LOCUS IS A CROSS DISCIPLINARY OFFICE BASED IN
MEXICO CITY, WHOM FOUNDERS UNDERSTAND
SPACE AS A PLACE THAT RESULTS FROM A
CONSTANT IN BETWEENS WHERE FORM(S)
FOLLOW(S) BEHAVIOR(S) AND BELONGING(S).
ITS TOOLS EMBODY THE TANGIBLE, AS THE
TOLD, THE FELT THE HIDDEN AND THE UNSEEN.
HISTORY IS FUNDAMENTAL, WHILE
CONTEXT(S) AND NARRATIVE(S) ARE LENSES
TO LOOK AT THE PRESENT TO BUILD IN.
LOCUS IS CURRENTLY LEADING THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE FIRST ZERO-CARBON
FOOTPRINT BUILDING IN MEXICO. THE OFFICE
RECENTLY WON SECOND PLACE IN THE IOM
HEADQUARTERS COMPETITION IN GENEVA
(2023) AND FOURTH PLACE IN THE NATIONAL
MUSEUM OF CARTHAGE COMPETITION IN
TUNISIA (2023). THE OFFICE WAS ALSO
SELECTED TO TAKE PART IN THE ECO PAVILION
COMPETITION IN MEXICO CITY (2023) AND
EXHIBITED SEVERAL DIFFERENT RANGES OF
UPCYCLED FURNITURE AT MEXICO CITY'S
DESIGN WEEK THE SAME YEAR.
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